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Part 1- Introduction: Gruenrekorder
Part 2- Via Mongolia by Roland Etzin

Sound Recordings by Roland Etzin
Pictures by Katrin Hoedemacker and Roland Etzin
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Gruenrekorder is a so-called 'record label' company. fis the big companies such as
Sony or EMI control the world music market, when we think of ‘'label,” we usually end up thinking
of big companies such as these. Gruenrekorder however, is a German label promoting experimen-
tal music and phonography. Gruenrekorder emphasizes the concept of ‘soundscape,’ which lets us
perceive the realm of art through more expansive auditory means rather than just the visual. A.
Murray Schafer who invented the term 'soundscape’ explained the identification of 'soundscape’
through comparisions with the more Familiar terminology of 'landscape.” Landscapes have been
drawn by many artists since the Aoman era, whereas 'soundscapes' had not been preserved over
the course of history as an art form. Soundscapes have nonetheless been eisting all along, and
have been influencing us as much as the visual form of landscapes.

The purpose of <Gruenrekorder in Seoul> is to introduce Gruenrekorder, which
supports sound artists and collaborates on various artistic projects in the fields of phonography
and experimental music. The Seoul exhibition also aims to foster greater auditory appreciation of
visual culture through 'Via Mongolia," a field recording by Roland Etzin who is one of the
co-founders of Gruenrekorder. Etzin who has been inuolved in other Field recording projects such
as the 2004 urban sound stories from Dublin has arrived in Seoul with his most recent ‘lia
Mongolia Project,”  which emerged from his travels to Korea on the Trans Mongolian train. This
particular exhibit will allow the audience to become immersed into the travel journey of the artist
not only through the visual photographs and images but the auditory stimuli of the Ffield
recordings.

by Mary Song
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